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ETC Cars at the Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad  

See “Wednesday at the FHR” inside (photo/ Kurt Kelsey) 



President’s Message 

October 2018 

Ames Flathead Reunion 
The 2018 Flathead Reunion is in the books and WOW! 
Members came from all over the country; from New Eng-
land to the mid-Atlantic in the east, Minnesota to Ala-
bama in the middle of the country and northern Wash-
ington state down to southern California in the west. 
Amazingly we had more member households from Cali-
fornia than any other single state. Both Kurt and Arliss 
Kelsey had done a super job of planning the many details. 
Wednesday things kicked off for the early arrivers with a 
visit to the Boone Historical Center. That afternoon we 
took an excursion on the Boone and Scenic Valley Rail-
road. From there on, the remainder of the week was 
packed. We will have more coverage of the Ames Flat-
head in the coming months.  

I hope that some of you have been able to drive your old 
Pontiacs as much as the Landvoigts. The Flathead Reun-
ion drive was just over 2,400 miles round trip. The Pres-
tons and Byerleys who convoyed there with us did about 
that amount also. Then this past weekend we led a group 
from our local AACA Region on a visit back to Ligonier. 
The three day weekend didn’t allow us to explore as 
much as last year’s Flathead, but we had done another 
480 miles by the time we got home. Then this coming 
week we will drive the ’37 up to Hershey. While we’ve 
experienced a few hiccups, she always got us home. If I 
seem to have a continual theme of getting you car relia-
ble, this is why.  



Wednesday at the FHR   
Kurt Kelsey ( Iowa Falls, IA) 

It started by accident a few years ago when people figured out much fun the  Flat Head Reunion is.  Members of ETC 
started to get to the host city a day early to explore the area.  Pretty soon the hosts started planning a Wednesday 
event. 

Arliss and I hadn't much more than gotten the Thursday-Friday-Saturday events planned when people started asking 
us about a Wednesday event and if they should get to Ames on Tuesday night. 

We were familiar with Boone, Iowa, and what it had to offer.  Since it was only 20 miles from our hotel we started to 
make our plan. 

Boone is famous for two things, 
the birthplace of Mamie Dodd Ei-
senhower and for being a railroad 
town because of coal mining in 
the area in the 1800's. Mamie's 
birthplace home used to display 
her memorabilia, but it has been 
transferred to the Boone County 
Historical Museum for climate 
controlled preservation. The mu-
seum also has a large millitary and 
local history display.   

 

The railroad history is celebrated by having a restored passenger car railroad.  It is called the Boone and Scenic Valley 
Railroad.  It runs every afternoon and gives passengers a two hour ride thru the scenic Des Moines River valley.  They 
also have a railroad museum that is included with your ticket. 

Wednesday morning started out with some heavy rain, so we got to use our vacuum wipers (eat your heart out 
Charles Bolten) as well as our defrosters.  We headed out with about 15 ETC cars, driving thru Ames to Boone.  First 
stop was the Boone County Historical Museum.  After that we took advantage of several of the great restaurants in 
Boone before heading to the Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad for our train ride.  At the depot we were joined by sev-
eral late arriving ETC members from California who arrived just in time for the ride. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ETC cars at the railroad station  
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